
Dr. Deanna Brown-Thomas is a humanitarian, entrepreneur, media 
personality, and the daughter of legendary music icon James Brown. 
She serves as President of The James Brown Family Foundation, 
where she continues her father's commitment to community service, 
charitable giving, and empowering future generations.

A passionate advocate for young people and the arts, Dr. Brown-
Thomas founded the James Brown Academy of Musik Pupils 
(JAMP), a year-round music education program designed to help 
young people discover their talents while developing valuable skills 
through instrumental instruction, music theory, and music 
production.

Her leadership and humanitarian work extend far beyond music. 
Through the James Brown Family Foundation, she has helped 
provide food and toys to thousands of children, families, and senior 
citizens and has been recognized as an Ambassador for “Feed the 
Hungry.”

Dr. Brown-Thomas also brings decades of experience in 
entertainment and broadcasting. She previously served as Executive 
Vice President of James Brown Enterprises and has contributed to 
major projects celebrating her father's legacy, including Get On Up, 
The Rise of James Brown, and the A&E documentary Say It Loud.

Her lifelong commitment to service, education, culture, and 
empowering the next generation makes Dr. Brown-Thomas a 
fitting keynote speaker for the 51st Annual Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Awards Luncheon.


